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The new Framework: Expectations and limitations
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Question 1:
Whilst a clear framework exists for the funding of R&D projects in general, in case 

that, in a Call for Proposals, reference is made to the empowerment of 
innovation of SMEs, then, the range of eligible costs, as well as, the potential 

candidates (enterprises) for participation, are both significantly limited. Which 
state aid legislation is applicable for research and innovation projects of SMEs?

Question 2:
It is very positive to see a clear reference into the state aid regulations regarding 

collaborative innovation formations (clusters). Do they include the funding of 
incubators or pre-incubators, too?
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Question 3 / Comment:
With respect to state aid regulation for Research Infrastructures, there is a need 
to establish explicitly the right of businesses to openly access research facilities, 

without restrictions. 
The "closed" nature of research infrastructures, and generally “closed research”, 

results in a major problem of this sector in our country. European Regulations 
should aid the correction of such market deficiencies.

Question 4:
The terms "aid for process and organizational innovation" should be defined, 

since their wide and vague definition, results in low expected results out of the 
RIS3 Strategy.
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Question 5:
What are the experiences from your region, on the current institutional 

framework on the implementation of R&I – businesses cooperation with research 
institutions.

Question 6:
Corresponding considerations apply to the Regional Academic / Research 

Institutions. E.g. how can one opt for the research institutions of REMTH, when 
effort is put to meet the target of connecting the regional knowledge 

production system with business needs, without breaching the rules of open 
competition? 
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Question 7:
The single most important intervention in the Region, according to the RIS3 

Strategy of REMTh, is within the agro-food sector. 

A typical project might include a whole value chain of agro-food sectors, i.e. 
players from the primary and the manufacturing or food and/or drinks sectors, 

supported by researchers, from various disciplines. ERDF, EAFRD and ESF are the 
main funds for financing separate actions, as we know from the past experience. 

Which could be a realistic mechanism of incorporating all 3 major funds, without 
breaking a typical project into separate (hence non-functional) pieces?
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Thank you for your patience…Thank you for your patience…

… … now let us search for answers!now let us search for answers!
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